
H2020 – CSA (Coordination & Support Actions)

Agroecology for Europe - AE4EU

CSA: misure di accompagnamento come la standardizzazione, diffusione, sensibilizzazione e comunicazione, creazione
di reti, coordinamento o servizi di supporto servizi, dialoghi politici ed esercizi e studi di apprendimento reciproco,
compresi studi di progettazione per le nuove infrastrutture e possono anche includere attività complementari di
pianificazione strategica, messa in rete e coordinamento tra programmi in diversi paesi



AE4EU: Obiettivi

• Mappare e qualificare le iniziative di agroecologica (iniziative attoriali, programmi

e progetti di ricerca, Living Labs - LL, Infrastrutture di Ricerca- IR, networks)

• Sviluppare competenze e metodi per promuovere i LL e le IR per l’agroecologia

• Identificare schemi innovativi di finanziamento di ricerca e l’innovazione per 
l'agroecologia (lungo termine, complementarità tra pubblico e privato)

• Potenziare il capitale umano e sociale (creazione di un Hub digitale della rete 
europea di Agroecologia)

• Analizzare il quadro politico attuale che include gli elementi dell’agroecologica e 
fornire raccomandazioni per lo sviluppo delle politiche future

• Supportare la CE e lo SCAR nella definizione della Partnership ”Accelerating 
farming systems transition: agroecology living labs and research infrastructures”

The three main ALL 

components



Partners Participant organisation name Country Organisation type

1 ISARA, AgroSchool for Life FR University
2 University of Gastronomic Sciences IT University
3 Agroecology Europe BE Multi-Actor
4 Thünen Institute DE Research Institute
5 Coventry University UK University
6 Wageningen University and Research NL University
7 Agroecologiki GR Multi-Actor
8 European Coordination of la Via Campesina BE Multi-Actor
9 CREA IT Research Institute
10 University of Santiago de Compostela ES University
11 EcoRuralis RO Multi-Actor
12 Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences SW University

Partners

Coordinator: Alexander Wezel, Isara, France, awezel@isara.fr



WP 1
Mapping agroecology in Europe

WP 6
Framework development 

at European level

WP 5
Policy development and 

road map

WP 7
Project management, communication and dissemination

WP 3
Funding schemes and sources for 

agroecology

WP 2
Skills and methods for the 

development of Living Labs and 
Research Infrastructures

WP 4
Learning and exchange in agroecology for 

the development of living labs and 
research infrastructures

impegno CREA



WP1 –Mapping agroecology in Europe  
Task 1.3 Development and coordination in research

Subtask 1.3 A (3/2021- 6/2022)

Mappatura dei progetti/programmi/istituzioni (PPI) coinvolti nella ricerca
sull'agroecologia (AE) in Europa a diversi livelli (nazionale, transnazionale ed europeo) al
fine di:
▪ valutare come l'agroecologia è compresa e percepita da chi pianifica e progetta la

ricerca;
▪ caratterizzare i PPI in termini di implementazione degli elementi dell'agroecologia.

Subtask 1.3 B (11/2021- 6/2023)

Identificazione dei fabbisogni di ricerca per l'agroecologia



SubTask 1.3A – Methodology   March 2021-June 2022

P - Preliminary database (10/2021)
O - Final database on PPIs (6/2022)

Step 3

Step 4

PPIs data analysis and evaluation  

Reporting at Country and European level

Step 2

Online surveys:
1. AE Project coordinators; 
2. Leaders of AE research programmes;
3. Researchers involved in AE

Step 1

Information 
from task 
1.1 and 
AE4EU 

partners

Desktop research 
(CORDIS, ERA-LEARN 

databases,etc.) 

Db of PPIs

Information from 
relevant 

stakeholders 
(e.g. national 

funding agencies, 
secretariats) –

contacted by email

D1.3 - Deliverable (6/2022)

MS2 - Questionnaire for research projects (6/2021)
MS3 - Questionnaire for research programmes (10/2021)



Preliminary results
Step 1: Desktop research –European projects

CORDIS database (Horizon framework)

Keywords:
Agroecolog* -> 43 results 
Agro-ecolog* -> 1880 results (Domain: Food and Natural resources, Society-> 261 results)

Agroforestry -> 16 results Silvopasture -> 2 results           
Silvoarable -> 1 results             Food justice -> 0 results             
Food system -> 101 results      Food sovereignty -> 3 results     
Rural Development-> 22 results 

EURAKNOS database (Horizon framework) -> 35 results

factsheets, websites

AE project selection :

Action-oriented research
Actor engagement

+

55 projects
+

11 projects

related programmes
(calls/topics) 

validation 

AE4EU partners



Preliminary results
Step 1: Desktop research –Transnational projects

ERA-LEARN database (Horizon framework)

No keywords -> 34400 results

Organic EPRINT database (2014 -)

factsheets, websites

52 projects
+

2 projects

related programmes
(networks/calls)

Type = Project
EN language

-> 3 results AE project selection :
Action-oriented research

Actor engagement
+

AE4EU partners

validation 



Preliminary results
Step1: Information from relevant stakeholders

National projects and programmes

National funding agencies/bodies contacted by e-mail
(139 national agencies/bodies  from 31 Countries)

“We kindly ask you to fill in the file enclosed with the requested basic information on programmes and

projects where agroecology is explicitly mentioned or if they refer to topics (i.e., organic farming,

agroforestry, local food system, etc.) where agroecologically sound approaches are declared (for guidance,

if necessary, see below: “Agroecology?”).”.

Agroecology?
Agroecology embraces science, a set of practices and a social movement (Wezel et al. 2009, Agroecology Europe 2017), 
and applying the concept to whole agri-food systems (Francis et al. 2003, Gliessman 2007). As a science, it gives priority 
to action research, holistic and participatory approaches, and transdisciplinarity that is inclusive of different knowledge 
systems (Agroecology Europe 2017). As a practice, it is based on sustainable use of local renewable resources, local 
farmers’ knowledge and priorities, the wise use of biodiversity to provide ecosystem services and resilience, and 
solutions that provide multiple benefits (environmental, economic, social) from local to global (Wezel et al. 2014, 
Agroecology Europe 2017). As a movement, it defends smallholders and family farming, farmers and rural communities, 
food sovereignty, local and short food supply chains, diversity of indigenous seeds and breeds, healthy and quality food 
(Agroecology Europe 2017). Agroecology is increasingly recognised as a development pathway, which maximises
environmental sustainability, producer autonomy, and economic resilience. 



Preliminary results
Step1: Information from relevant stakeholders

National projects and programmes

National funding agencies/bodies contacted by e-mail
(139 national agencies/bodies  from 31 Countries)

n.  projects n. programmes
Estonia 35 3
Finland 39 5
Ireland 25 7
Italy 26 1
Lithuania 254 12
Moldova 46 4
Norway 7 -
Montenegro - 2

Received answers (so far):



Preliminary results
Step1: Information from relevant stakeholders

National projects and programmes

Information provided by our AE4EU partners

n.  projects n. programmes

France 22 -

Germany 5

Spain 16 2

United Kingdom 62 -

Romania - 1



Provisional database – The structure

The provisional version of the database on PPIs is currently composed by the following six lists (sheets)
including:
1. European research projects related to AE funded by the European Union under the Horizon 2020

framework programme from 2014 onwards;
2. Transnational research projects on AE co-funded by transnational initiatives and member States

from 2014 onwards;
3. National research projects on AE funded by national programmes in the different European countries

from 2014 onwards;
4. European programmes. This list reports the topics and calls from which the selected European AE

projects reported in the list n.1 were funded. The list was also enriched including topics and calls from
the new working programme 2021-2022 (Horizon Europe Programme)

5. Transnational programmes which financed the transnational research projects identified in list n.2.
6. National programmes. Here the information on the national AE programmes provided by relevant key

informants (i.e., national funding agencies and bodies, AE4EU partners) are included.





Pianificazione per i prossimi mesi 

• Invio del db provvisorio alla CE entro la fine di ottobre 2021;

• Questo output preliminare sarà condiviso con All-Ready per ulteriori convalide,
integrazioni e miglioramenti

• Implementazione delle strutture dei tre questionari in forma Google (entro
novembre 2021)

• Invio di e-mail ai coordinatori del progetto, ai leader del programma e ai
ricercatori per la compilazione dei questionari e la raccolta dei dati (fino a
febbraio 2022)

• Analisi e restituzione dei dati (consegna finale entro giugno 2022)



Thank you for your attention

Alexander Wezel

ISARA, Lyon, France 


